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PREFACE. 



^TpHE Author thinks it defirable to ftate 
'^ that the fafhion of the Poem here 
given to the Public, was fuggefted by the 
Alphabetical arrangement of the 119th Pfalm. 
His readers are aware that the feveral portions 
of that wonderful eflTufion, fo full of the Holy 
Ghoft, have prefixed to them in our Bibles 
the various letters of the Hebrew Alphabet 
in their due order. Each of the eight verfes, 
into which fuch portions are divided, begins 
with the letter thus printed above them. 




The capacities of the Englifh language do 
not admit of this enlargement. The Author 
was obliged to omit the letter X, as we have 
not a word thus commencing. The choice 
in the letter Z was inconveniently limited. 

The advantages of this method of prefenting 
Truth are obvious. Not only does the eye 
derive an inftinftive pleafure from fuch a dif- 
play of order and fymmetry, thus befpeaking 
the heed of the mind, but the mind itfelf takes 
eafy and lafting hold of the inftrudion fo 
marlhalled and prepared. If the Author may 
be pardoned the feeming vanity of the com- 
parifon, he would liken his attempt to a trea- 
fure-houfe, fo fyftematically arranged, and 
having its contents fo carefully labelled and 
endorfed, that the finger may be laid at once 
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upon each feparate item of value, — things 
large and fmall, '' things new and old." 

The Alphabet is a well-known bafis on 
which fuch claffification is built. The Author 
has ufed it here, and if his words may con- 
duce in any degree to the inftruftion, refrelh- 
ment, or correction of his readers in thofe 
matters which concern the foul, he will thank 
and praife Him from whom cometh '' every 
good and perfeft gift." May He grant this 
happy refult. 

The figures 1,2,3, 4i prefixed to the Scrip- 
ture references, indicate the particular line of 
the ftanza to which fuch references belong. 



•a 



Awake, awake, my foul awake ; 
the night is well nigh gone ; 

Aroufe thee from the bed of floth, 
and gird thine armour on : 

Above — the banner of the Crofs 
unfolds a fign of might ; 

Around — God's angels" minifter, 
to nerve thee for the fight. 



1 Rom. xiii. ii, 1 2. 

2 Eph. vi. II. 
4 Heb. i. 14. 
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Beleaguered forely I may be, 

heart-fick with " hope deferred, 

Bearing about my living flefh 
" the dying of the Lord ; " 

But ievenfold are the promifes 
to thoie that overcome. 

Before " a cloud of witnefles " 

bringing their trophies home. 



» 



I 

2 

3 

4 



Prov. xiii. 12. 

2 C^r. iv. 10. 

Rev. ii. 7> ii» 17* 26; iii. 5, \z, 21, 

Heb. ziL I. 
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Content thee therefore, O mjr foul, 
to drink the cup of tears ; 

Confide in Him who portions out 

thy " fightings" and thy " fears ;" 

Control the murmuring voice that cries, 
when ihall I be at reft ? 

Ceafe to rebel againft the ftate, 
thy Father judges beft. 



I 

2 

4 



Ps. vi. 6. Ifa, XXV. 8. 
2 Cor. vii. 5* 
Ps. Iv. 6. 
Phil. iv. II. 
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Duty to God is graven deep 
on the devoted heart ; 

Dear unto Him the weal of thofe 
that choofe the better part ; 

Doubt, O my foul, and thou wilt fink, 
as Peter in the wave ; 

Depend upon thy Saviour's arm, 
and He is ftrong to fave. 



1 Ps. xl. 8. 

2 Luke, X. 42. John, xi. 5. 

3 Matt. xiv. 25-31. 
^ Ifa. bdli. I, 
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Elisha's open eyes be mine, 
to fee the heavenly band 

Encircling me with fteeds of fire, 
as in my " lot " I ftand : 

Eternal truth has pledged the word, 
fo comforting to me, — 



Even to hoary hairs " unchanged, 
unwearied, "I am He." 



1 2 Kings, vi. 15-17. 

2 Dan. xii. 1 3* 
^ lik. xlvi..4. 
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Faith ftiall give ^* fubftance" to the hope 
that looks beyond the fky, 

Fan me with airs of Paradife, 

and fix my thoughts on high. 

If. 

Fill every lowly taik with Heaven, 
and by her ample " fhield " 

r 

Fence me againft the *' fiery darts " 
my enemy may wield. 



Heb. zi. I. 
4 Eph. vi. 16. 
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Go D of my fathers, if indeed 
Thou dealeft thus with me, 

Grievous upon my foul the guilt, 
unlefs I live to Thee ; 

Grant that I follow in the fteps 
firft trodden by my Lord ; 

Give me a daily hunger 

for the Manna of Thy word. 



3 John^ xiii. 15* i Pet. ii. 21. 

4 Matt. V, 6. 
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High is the gracious bidding 

to the " Supper of the Lamb ; 

Humble the faint's refleftion, 

as he cries — How vile I am ! 

Holy the panting of the heart, 
fuch lofty hopes will move ; 

Happy the new-born fpirit, 
with the labour of its love. 



» 



1 Rev. xix. 9. 

2 Job, xl. 4. 

3 Ps. xlii. I. 

4 Heb. vi. 10. 
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Infinite are the drops of dew, 
ere day is well begun, 

Impearling every blade of grafs, 
and gliftening in the fun : 

Infufe, O Lord, Thy Spirit's dew 
more plentifully ftill 

Into my thirfty foul, that I 
Thy pleafure may fulfil. 



^ Ps. xlii. 2. 
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Journeying on Til keep my eyes 
upon my heavenly houfe, 

Jerufalem, the new, the free, 

the mother, and the fpoufe ; 

Jubilant are the hymns of praif? 
that echo there on high, 

Jealoufly let me tune my notes, 
to join them by and by. 



1 2 Cor. V. I, 2. 

2 Gal. iv. 26. Rev. xxi. 2. 
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Kindle me as a " lamp of God" 
with Thine own luftre bright ; 

Keep me a " living facrifice," 
" a burning, fhining light : " 

Keen as a fharp two-edged fword, 
Thy word has pierced my foul ; 

Kind as a nurfe, " Thy gentlenefs " 
has foothed and made me whole. 



1 I Sam. iii. 3. 

2 Rom. xii. i. John, v. 35. 

3 Heb. iv. 12. 

4 I Thcfs. ii. 7. Ps. xviii. 35. 



B 
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Love be the motto of my life, 
for Chrift hath loved me ; 

Long as my days the memory dear 
of Jefus on the Tree : 

"Lefs than the leaft"— faid holy Paul, 
and how much more may I, 

Loft in the thought that e'en for me 
the Lord came down to die ! 



I I John, iv. 19. Jude, 2^, 
3 £ph. iii. 8. 
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Mute in the ardour of their gaze, 
the angels love to view 

Mercy fupreme upon her throne, • 
and Truth triumphant too ; 

May I in fobernefs hope on 
to win the promifed prize, 

My Saviour coming back again, 
to bear me to the Ikies. 



J I Pet. i. 12. 

2 Ps. IXXXV. 10. 

3 1 Pet. i. 13. 

4 John, xiv. 3. 
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Never to foil my fair white robes, 
to fee no evil days, 

Not to abate for e'en an hour 
the rapture of my praife ; 

No heart of man hath yet conceived 
a heritage like this. 

Nor can the "weight" be meafured of 
the faints' eternal blifs. 



1 Rev. vii. 13, 14. Prov, xv. 15. Eph. v. 16. 

2 Rev. iv. 8. 

3 I Cor. ii. 9. 

4 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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O WELCOME funftiine! glorious hope ! 
rU (launch my tears, for lo ! 

Over the murky forrow-cloud 
outfhines the covenant bow : 

O nly believe ; the Lord is not 
a mortal to repent, 

Omnipotence is on thy fide, 

and thou (halt reft content. 



' Prov. iv. 18. 

^ Ps. cxii. 4. Gen. ix. 16. 

3 Num. xxiii. 19. 

4 Rom. viii. 31. 
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Pause in thy foaring flight, my foul ; 
let not fo bold a fong 

plume thee with thoughts too confident, 
although thy wing be (trong ; 

prefume not as a conqueror, 
but ever raife on high 

petitions full and fervent for 
thy final vidtory. 



3 I Kings, XX. 1 1 . 

4 Matt. xxiv. 13. Heb. Hi. 14. 
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Question thine own deceitful nefs, 
hunt out the " fccret fault," 

" Quench not the Spirit," prefs thou on, 
there is no time to halt ; 

Quit thee like one upon the watch, 
with wakeful eye and true, 

Quick to defcry thine enemy, 
and bold to meet him too. 



1 Jer. xvii. 9, Ps. xix. 1 2. 

2 I Thefs. V. 19. Phil. iii. 14* 

3 Hab. ii. I. i Pet. v. 8. Mark, xiii. 37. 
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Resist not Him that calleth thee ; 
and all thefe homely checks, 

Receive thou as well-chofen yokes 
for ftubborn human necks : 

Range thou within God's paftures fair, 
earth's greeneft, happieft fpot, ' 

Reft thee befide the waters ftill, 
but O forfake them not. 



' Heb. xii. 25. 

2 Lain. iii. 27. . Matt. xi. 29. 

3 John, X. 9, Ps. xxiii. 2. 

4 Jer. ii. 13. 





S EE how " the joy before Him " did 
thy ftricken Saviour cheer ; 

S alvation is a large reward 

for ftrife and trouble here : 

*^ Study to fhew thyfelf approved," 
and thine Almighty friend 

Shall"ftabli(h,fl:rengthen,fettle,""fhield," 
and " feal " thee to the end. 



1 Heb. xii. 2. Ifa. liii. 1 1 . 

3 2 Tim. ii. 15. 

4 1 Pet. V. 10. Ps. xxxiii. 20. 

Eph. I. 13; iv 30. Rev. vii. 3. 



c 

Trees of the Lord's own hufbandry 
are heavenly fair to fee, 

Towering above the mifts of earth, 
rooted immoveably. 

Thick ftudded with ambrofial fruit, 
wide-branching o'er the ground 

To fhed their healing leaves afar : 
thus. Lord, may I be found. 



1 Ifa. Ixi. 3. Ps. civ. 16. 

2 Eph. iii. 17. 

3 Jam. iii. 17. John, xv. 8. Eph. v. 9. 

4 Exod. XV. 23-25. Rev. xxii. 2. 
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Under the canopy of night 
I fee the lowly worm 

Unbidden fhow his emerald glow, 
alike in calm and ftorm ; 

Upon my foul the leflbn be, 
that e'en in darkling fkies, 

Unceafing I may bear my lamp, 
until '* the day-ftar " rife. 



3 Job, xii. 7. 

4 Phil. ii. 15. 2 Pet. i. 19. 
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Violets have a voice for man, 
as underneath his feet, 

Veiling themfelves, they fling around 
unconfcious odours fweet ; 

Vouchfafe, O Lord, that I, defpifed, 
down-trodden, and unknown. 

Vials of odours may difFufe, 
feeking Thy praife alone. 



^ Matt. vi. 28. 

4 Phil. iv. 18. Rev. v. 8. 
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Wherever Thou ihalt place me, there 
I would Thy work fulfil, 

willing to fpend my ftrength for Thee, 
and willing to lie ftill. 

Waiting to hear the golden harps, 
to join the wondrous fbng, — 

^ Worthy the Lamb" — who died for us, 
and pondering — " Lord, how long ? " 



3 Rev. V. 8 ; xiv. 2, 3. 

4 Rev. V. 12. Ps. vi. 3. 
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Yielding myfelf to Thee, as one 
uprifen from the dead ; 

Yearning to feel the kingly crown 
of heaven upon my head : 

Yet, gracious Lord, I'll bide my time ; 
Thy promifes are all 

Yea and Amen in Jefus Chrift, 
until the tree fhall fall. 



' Rom. vi. 13. Col. iii. i. 

^ Rev. i. 6 ; ii. I o. i Pet. v. 4. 

3 2 Cor. i. 20. 

4 Eccles. xi. 3. 
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Zaccheus of the open hand 
(hall my example be, 

Zeft of my pleafure is the thought 
of glorifying Thee ; 

Zoned with the gems of righteoufnefs. 
Thy tender care I'll prove. 

Zealous for God I'll clofe my eyes, 
to open them above. 



1 Luke, xlx. 8. Heb. vi. 1 2. 

2 Ps. i. 2 ; xxxvii. 4. 

3 Proy. xiii. 6. Ifk. Ixi. 10. 2 Cor. ix. lo. 

4 Num. XXV. 13. Ps. xvii. 15. 



